e Joél Harder

Joél Harder born 1996 is a Swiss and French
artist. Graduated simultaneously from Bunka
Gakuen University (Tokyo) and EnsAD (Paris)
in 202, he now lives and works in Ardéche,
while maintaining a regular connection with
the urban centers of contemporary art.

His artistic practice investigates the intimate
appropriation of public space and the distur-
bance of social norms shaped by regulated,
daytime environments. Drawing on material
and immaterial elements from the living wor-
1d, he develops work through the spaces of the
studio and the exhibition, approaching matter
from within. The tension between propriety
and uncensored desire is translated into che-
mical processes, artworks, aesthetic situations,
and curatorial projects that question bodily
uses and propose alternative spaces.

His exhibitions in Europe include those at the
Stedelijk Museum (NL), the CM.CSS. of the
University of Geneva (CH), the La Panera Art
Center (ES), San Serriffe (NL), and the Crous
Gallery in Paris (FR). In 2026, a solo exhibition
will take place from April to June at La Serre,
Saint-Etienne (FR), along with an artist resi-
dency at the Maubuisson Abbey (Paris).

- Portfolio 2026

Solo-show Se peupler d'ombres, at Galerie du Crous de Paris, curated by Daphné Brottet, april 2024.
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Solo shows:

- La Serre, Saint-Etienne (avril-mai 2026)

- Open Studio, Saint Didier sous Aubenas (july 2024)

- Galerie du Crous de Paris, Se peupler d'ombres, cur: Daphné Brottet (april 2024)
- San Serriffe, Amsterdam (october 2023)

- Galerie C. Levéque (Sete), Esthétiques de U'herbe indigne, cur: C. Levéque (july 2022)
- Galerie Créneau Libre (Aubenas), (augt 2021)

- Rotonde Rosa Bonheur (Paris), Battue en cours (july 2021)

Group shows:

- Art Geneve, EnsAD booth (jan 2026)

- Galerie Sabine Bayasli, Collection Francois Goublet (dec 2025-jan 2026)

- Chateau de Vogué, Vogué craft Biennale (sept 2025)

- Biennale de Lyon Résonnance itinary (oct 2024)

- Maison Jean Ferrat (Antraigues, july 2024)

- CM.C.S.S. (Geneva), LieuX, cur: Ferdinando Miranda & Pauline Guex (nov 2023-march 2024)
- La Panera Centre d'Art (Lleida, Spain), Queer Ecologies, cur: Christian Alonso (oct 2023-jan2024)
- Galerie Dix9 (Paris), Editions Artais, cur: Artais (jan 2024)

- Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam), The Best Dutch Book Designs (oct-dec 2023)

- Galerie du crous de Paris, Promesses, cur: Florian Martin (2023)

- Festival Everybody's Perfect (Geneva) (2023)

- Galerie Horae (Paris), Un nouveau regard sur la vigueur hybride, (april-june 2023)

- Grande Halle de la Villette (Paris), 700% ['EXPO, cur: Inés Geoffroy (april 2022)

- CN.AM. (Paris), Mode & Sens (2022)

- Exposition Artais Partages, (Paris), cur: Artais (oct 2022)

- Galerie Mailyn Bruniquel (Séte) (2022)

- Paris Design Week, Vivement Demain, Campus Mode & Métiers d'Art (2021)

- Palais de la porte Dorée - Musée de limmigration (Paris), L'envers du décor (2019)

- Musée d'Orsay (Paris), Curieuse Nocurne (2018)

Press:

- RADIOTELEVISION ESPANOLA: Metrépolis aborda las relaciones entre identidad vy medioambiente en
‘Ecologias Queer’, by Susana Blas / Emission TV METROPOLIS, (in Spanish).

- PRESENTE Podcast: 70él Harder, by Camille Bardin.

- NEZ Magazine: Avec La Fabrica, IFF explore de nouvelles voies pour lolfaction.

- MANIFESTO 21: 8 Artistes a découvrir a 100% L'EXPO.

- PROJET MEDIA: Hors série 100% L'EXPO, 5 artistes.

- MA BASTIDE: Faits d'arts: Foél Harder, by Bruno Auboiron.

- BEAUX ARTS MAGAZINE: 100 % a La Villette : 5 jeunes artistes qui nous ont tapé dans l'eil.

- DIS - DIARI SEGRE Reivindicar laberracid com a exercici étic i politic (in Catalan).

- T'THFRDO DE I'ARDECHF: %0él Harder sans limites by Frienne P

Residencies/awards:

- Abbaye de Maubuisson, research residency, may-july 2026

- Barcelona's Botanical Garden research and creation residency, june 2025.

- Best Dutch Book Designs award, jury selection, Amsterdam, Oct 2023.

- CM.CS.S. Geneva, University of Geneva research and creation residency, june 2023.

Publications & catalogs:

- Queer Ecologies, NATURALLY SUBVERSIVE ABERRATIONS, catalog of the Queer Ecologies
exhibition, Centre d'Art La Panera, 2023.

- The Best Dulch Book Designs 2022, catalog of the du Stedelijk Museum exhibition, 2023.
- LieuX, géographie des sexualilés, catalog of the CMCS.S. Genéve exhbition, 2023.

- Etude sensible de la disparition du lieu de drague gay dans la Ripisylve de St. Prival, une collection
de 40 objets dénichés dans les bois par Foél Harder. Olfactory self publication, 2022.

-100% La Villette, 100% lexpo exhibition catalog at Grande Halle de la Villette, 2022.

- Artais Art Contemporain Magazine, October 2022.

- Mode & Sens, CN.AM. Paris, exhibition catalog 2022.

- Graduation catalog by Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs of Paris, 2021.

Masterclass - workshops:

- Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs de Paris, masterclass 2h, Dec 2025.

- Beaux Arts de Paris, presenting the project Battue en cours, 2 x 3h, 2023 & 2024.

- 19M (Chanel craft dpmt, Paris), artist working on the development of a “camouflage”
embroidery technique, 5 x 1h30, 2023, 2024.

- A.B.R.A.L. scenography & costume design for a theater play carried out through
workshops with a group of asylum seekers, Lausanne, CH (Dec 2023 - Oct 2024).

- Embrodery & craft 6 days ateliers Art&Nature Camp, Vevey, CH, 2023, 2024, 2025.

Education:

2017/ Double master's at 'EnsAD (Arts Décortatifs de Paris) and Bunka Gakuen (Tokyo).
2021

2015/ BTS (technical degree) in textile design: La Martiniére Diderot - Lyon.
2017

2014/ Gap year.

2011 (internships, humanitarian/educational interventions, visits to artisan workshops)

Collections:

Public: ) _ - Institutions having acquired the olfactory
- Geneva University (CH). edition within their collections:

] Stedelijk Museum Archives (Amsterdam,
Private: NL), Werker Collective (NL), CM.CSS.

Germany, Switzerland, France & Austria. (University of Geneva, CH), Centre dArt la

Panera Documentation Center (Lleida, ES),
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YOU ARE ENTERING A ZONE OF
EXCEPTION

(2022 - 2023)

Like a mahnmal, the work explores the recent
history of cruising in the city of Geneva. The
frieze creates a dialogue between contemporary
testimonies and excerpts from GaiPied travel
guides from the 1980s—90s, drawn from the
archives of the CMCSS. Objects and plants are
collected from emblematic cruising spots in the
city, both active and forgotten. Graffiti hidden in
coffee cups serve to arrange discreet meetings;
arborglyphs carve love and desire into the bark
of trees. From contemporary cruising on dating
apps to a nostalgic longing for overgrown paths
of desire, now less frequented. From codified
desirability to the strategies used to hide from
aggressors. From cruising as a political choice
to the necessity of anonymity. From instinctual
pursuit to a broader understanding of male-to-
male sexual relations.

Joél Harder's work invites visitors to engage in
a sensitive exploration of private sexuality as it
unfolds within public space, while preserving
anonymity and chosen discretion.

(Text by Ferdinando Miranda)
Commissioned by the University of Geneva
(Maurice Chalumeau Centre for the Science of

Sexualities)

Interview (video)

You are entering a zone of exception, 50cm x 4,80m, leather, wood, collec-
ted objects, studio view, Lyon, 2023.

Group show LieuX, une géographie des sexualités, curated by Ferdi-
nando Miranda & Pauline Guex, CM.CSS,,
Geneva, November 2023.


https://www.harderjoel.com/?pgid=lomrzqhi-d38ca6b2-2de3-4417-aaa0-a46a13434f8e

You are entering a zone of exception, 50cm x 4,80m, leather, wood, collected objects, installation view to be explored by headlamp during the open studio, Saint-Didier-sous-Aubenas, July 2024.



You are entering a zone of exception, details, july 2024.



BATTUE EN COURS
(2020 - 2022)

Near the house where I grew up, there is a crui-
sing spot frequented by gay men. It's a riparian
forest, nestled between a municipal football field
and the Ardéche river. In this territory, men cross
paths, pursue one another, and nest their anony-
mous desires at the base of the trees. When I was
younger, I often observed this place from the op-
posite riverbank. The fantasies and fears evoked
by the imagination of this site have deeply shaped
me since childhood and profoundly influenced
the way I experience my homosexuality.

On the verge of being radically transformed, I
decided to focus my work on this space before it
begins to be redeveloped and gentrified by local
authorities. This rupture will bring about a loss of
reference points within the secret life of a small
group of living beings—yet it will remain invisible
to the wider public.

My work involves observing and archiving the sto-
ries that unfold there, and bringing to light the
visual and aesthetic dialogues that emerge from
the interactions between men and this landscape.
My approach is to reach the site on my own, blend
into the surroundings with discretion, and docu-
ment the place as it is, without seeking to alter or
distort it.

In response to the discoveries and needs I en-
counter during this research-collection process,
[ create functional and poetic objects. Appealing
to the senses, my work produces a set of artefacts
that equip the figure of the hunter-gatherer I
embody.

Installation at La Villette (video)

Partial installation of Battue en cours at the Grande Halle de la Villette, 100% L'Expo, curated by Inés Geoffroy, April
2022.
Co-produced with La Villette.


https://www.harderjoel.com/?pgid=lomrzqhi-5730797a-5785-4dd3-a3f8-8225ab7f4a9c

Battue en cours at group show Queer Ecologies, at Centre d'Art La Panera, Catalunya, curated by Christian Alonso, november 2023.



Solo-show Se peupler d’ombres, at Galerie du Crous de Paris, curated by Daphné Brottet, april 2024.

Exhibition (video)


https://www.harderjoel.com/?pgid=lomrzqhi-1d14a0e3-35c8-49b9-8245-f82548e9b677

EM-PREINTES
(ADVENTICES SERIE,
2021-2024)

The Em-preintes (the series of adventices) pre-
sents works that archive and document the nos-
talgic feeling of disappearance. Plants and objects
are collected near cruising sites before they are
redeveloped, and are preserved through a meti-
culous molding technique using animal skin. The
result is a shroud that envelops the plant and
allows it to slowly die. Throughout the gradual
drying of both skin and plant, the molding conti-
nues and is refined until the plant takes on a las-
ting form. In collaboration with skilled upholste-
rers and leatherworkers, the leather is worked to
an extreme fineness, pushing the material to the
limits of'its physicality. These herbariums are ins-
pired by the technique of oshibana, the Japanese
art of pressed flowers.

Solo-show Se peupler d’ombres, at Galerie du Crous de Paris, curated by Daphné Brot-
tet, april 2024.
240 x 180 cm.



Solo-show Esthétiques de I'herbe indigne, at San Serriffe, october 2023, Amsterdam.



Studio view, Saint-Didier-sous-Aubenas, april 2025.
51x124x1cm



TASTE POEMS
(2021)

The series of boxes containing taste-based poems
explores a more intimate connection to the site
through the ingestion of elements sourced from
the forest. They are created in collaboration with
specific individuals whose experiences and areas
of expertise have enriched the reading of the
forest. Together, we imagined stories to be lived
through the body—such as *Esprit de ripisylve*
(a spirit made from wild forest plants, in collabo-
ration with Distillerie Helvia), *Last Spring Ho-
ney* (with beekeeper Laurent Pailhés), or a scent
memory of sex in the forest (by master perfumer
Anne Flipo, assisted by Shin Oba and Tanguy Ges-
net, made possible through a partnership with
LEF).

These works serve as an archive of the forest in
the face of its disappearance, capturing its final
state of life—its Nagori, the lingering trace—be-
fore transformation. The cardboard making up
the inner structure of the boxes is crafted from
clothing unearthed in the woods, ground down
and dried into sheets.

Group show Queer Ecologies, curated by Christian Alonso, Centre d'Art la Panera, Lleida, Catalunya, October 2023.
Co-produced with Centre d'Art La Panera, Distillerie Helvia & Maison Fabre.



Taste Poemls, studio views, Lyon, 2023.



DIRECT CAST-MOLDINGS
(2023-2024)

Through acts of seizing and releasing, capturing
objects and collecting remnants of the living,
there remains one territory unexplored: trans-
formation through substitution.

This is what is at work with Direct Cast-Molding.
These brambles, leaves, branches, flowers, a pack
of cigarettes, and other cigarette butts have un-
dergone a transubstantiation through a complex,
laborious, delicate, and hazardous process using
Direct Casting techniques. It was in this way that
Joél Harder, alongside Paula Castro, began crea-
ting exceptional works made from the ashes of
these collected elements combined with a metal
alloy (zinc + copper), through combustion at ex-
tremely high temperatures.

A sort of Buvre au noir—without modeling or the
possibility of reproduction—these pieces, though
fragile and requiring careful handling, result
from an exact, faithful, and irreversible tran-
substantiation, a true transmutation. Following
Em-prises, which are genuine mummifications
aimed at preserving soul and body, these small
treasures, Direct Cast-Molding works, reveal ano-
ther characteristic of sculpture: it is no longer a
representation of reality but becomes reality it-
self. Particles unite on a plane of immanence; an
effective organicity fosters the development of
desire’s process.

(Text by Daphné Brottet)

Solo-show Se peupler d’'ombres, at Galerie du Crous de Paris,
curated by Daphné Brottet, april 2024.



Solo-show Se peupler d'ombres, at Galerie du Crous de Paris, curated by Daphné Brottet, april 2024.



CRUISING
FOUNTAIN
(2021 - 2022)

An invitation to tasting around a convivial foun-
tain. From the plants embedded in leather to
those infused in the ceremoniously poured spi-
rit, Joél Harder brings a concentrated essence of
a forest-refuge for encounters into the exhibi-
tion space. By seducing our taste buds, the artist
shares the intimacy of a secret cruising spot that
has fueled a significant cycle of his work. Before
being collectively savored, the drink is crafted in
collaboration with Distillerie Helvia, using plants
harvested from a threatened ecosystem—spared
from wildfires only to fall to gentrification.

Nagori. The resulting taste-poems are steeped
in the Japanese concept that binds desire to the
fleeting savor of what is passing—just like the
ephemeral encounters once shared in this place.
On the walls, wild weeds infiltrate the gaps of soft
leather panels, now frozen and preserved. The
fleshy, sensual material safeguards the memory
of forms, the expressiveness of the plants. Young
shoots and ancient roots become metaphors for
a community rendered invisible, yet marked by an
extraordinary capacity for adaptation.

(Text by Alexia Pierre)

Group show Partages, Artais, curated by Sylvie Fontaine & Maya Sachweh, october2022, Paris.
Co-production with Artais Art Contemporain (Paris) & Distillerie Helvia.



Group show Partages, Artais, curated by Sylvie Fontaine & Maya Sachweh, october2022, Paris.
Co-production with Artais Art Contemporain (Paris) & Distillerie Helvia.



FLORAL HUNT
(2020 - 2022)

Excerpts from the photographic work on the
daytime and nighttime context of cruising in the
riparian forest.

Photography and thermal imaging (individuals
encountered during interviews—including crui-
sers and other users of the site—were photo-
graphed using a thermal camera in order to
respect their desire for anonymity and to avoid
presenting a voyeuristic perspective).

Ardeche: September 2020 — June 2022.

Geolocation of the photographs (video)

Solo show Battue en cours, at Rotonde Rosa Bonheur (Ensad), july 2021, Paris.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ca2UAdTwBCs




Olfactory Book (2022)

“Sensitive study of the disappea-
rance of the gay cruising scene in

the riparian forest of St Privat.
A collection of 40 objects
unearthed from the woods.”

Olfactory self-publication, combining theoreti-
cal writings, photographed elements, and refe-
rences.

Spring 2022, 50 pages.

Distributed in bookstores:
Yvon Lambert (Paris)

After 8 Books (Paris)
SanSeriffe (Amsterdam)
Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam)
Eisenherz (Berlin)

Art direction by Alyson Sillon, produced in
collaboration with IFF and Anne Flipo (master
perfumer, assisted by Shinichiro Oba and Tan-
guy Guesnet).

Awarded the 2022 Dutch Prize for Best Book
Designs (selected by the professional jury).






Group show The Best Dutch Book Designs of 2022, at Stedelijk Museum, october 2023, Amsterdam.



